
Auction Entries 
 
Thank you for asking about the Friends of Coronado Historic Site New Mexico Art Auction, 
March 16, 2019. We will be accepting donations and consignments for the auction March 9, 10, 
11, 13, and 14 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Closed Tuesday, March 12 and Friday, March 15. 
 
Please understand we don't accept everything that is offered.  Several measures are 
considered as we accept or reject entries. 
 
Location-The location where the art was made is a black and white issue. Not made in New 
Mexico, not accepted.  
 
Size-is also a fairly easy measure. If the item is too big, too small, or too heavy, we probably 
won't accept it.  All entries must be light enough and/or small enough to be carried by one or 
two people. We accept wall art less than or equal to 3’ per side and ready for hanging, either 
framed or with picture wire on the back.  
 
We also consider the quality, price, and existing inventory (frequency). 
 
Quality-is in the eye of the beholder, but 'professionalism' in the work helps us decide. (Mass 
produced, commercial art is not accepted.) 
 
Price-Our goal is for every entry or lot, to sell. If an item is submitted with a retail (or higher) 
price it is difficult to sell. BUT, depending on the item we might accept it because it is unique, 
special or spectacular even if it is priced a little too high. In 2018 a Maria Martinez pot was 
entered with a price that was a little too high, but it was a special piece so we accepted it. We 
will be stricter with contemporary items limiting them to wholesale prices. The seller sets their 
minimum price and we add 15% to that minimum to establish the reserve price. Bidding starts at 
the reserve. If the entry sells, we pay the seller 85% of the final hammer price. We will not sell 
below the reserve.  Buyers attend auctions to find unique and value priced items. 
 
Inventory-Let me present how this metric is applied. It is the second-day accepting 
consignments and we already have 100 pieces of pottery. The next 'pot' that walks in the door 
will probably be rejected unless there is a positive reason to accept it. For example; the next pot 
that is offered is a Maria pot for $25! OK, we'll accept it. (What are the positive reasons for 
accepting something? price (sellable), quality, rarity).   
 
Donations-A donation is a piece that is given to the Friends of Coronado Historic Site to sell. We 
love donations because they help us with our fund-raising effort but we prefer they fit the metrics 
noted above.  We might reject a donation that is not "Made in New Mexico".  Donations always 
sell which is a positive reason to accept them. With no reserve, the piece will be sold. 
 
Helpful History Notes: 
At the 2018 auction, one-third of the inventory was ceramics, one-third wall art and, one-third 
everything else. 
What did we reject the most; Wall art. Some say we accepted too many! 
 
We would love to accept everything offered, but we can’t.  
 
 



The Types of Hand-Made 

Artwork Accepted 

Apparel Metal Art & Tin Work 
Basketry  Musical Instruments 
Beadwork Paintings/Drawings 
Cradleboards Pottery 
Folk Art Sand Paintings 
Furniture Sash Belts 
Glass Art Sculptures/Carvings 
Jewelry Straw Art 
Katsina Dolls Textiles 
Masks Toys 

 

We Do Not Accept 

Non-New Mexican Work 
Anything Commercially Produced 
Slip-Cast Pottery 
Prints 
Poster Prints 
Giclee Prints of Artwork 
 
 
 


