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Friends of Coronado State Monument had their first organizational meeting on May 7,
2003. It was comprised of five interested people: Jim Conder, Patricia Harris, Katherine
Pomonis, Luther Rivera and Roy Skeens and the Manager of Coronado State Monument,
Angie Manning.

This small group then developed The Memorandum of Agreement between Coronado
State Monument and Friends of Coronado State Monument (Kuaua Pueblo) Inc., Policy
Guidelines for the Friends, the Articles of Incorporation, and The By-laws. The
Certificate of Incorporation was granted July 8, 2003. The tax-exempt status of the
Friends of Coronado State Monument was formalized on April 6, 2004.

The mission of the organization was agreed upon, “The Mission of the Friends: to
increase awareness and appreciation of Coronado State Monument.”

The first activity was a launching of the Friends at a Reception on Sept 26, 2003 from
5:30 to 7:30 pm. Dignitaries of Sandoval County and Santa Fe, plus friends and
associates were invited to attend the festivities at the Coronado State Monument. Over
100 people attended. Refreshments were served, wine tasting was provided by the
Sisneros-Torres Vineyards, musical entertainment by the Cumulonimbus Group and a
demonstration of flintknapping by Master Flintknapper Luther Rivera.

At the first of the New Year, the Board established programs and activities for the
Friends’ membership and the general public. The intent was to provide programs of
interest and to also serve as fundraisers and to increase membership. These evolved into
the following categories and activities:

LECTURES TOURS
Slavery in the Southwest Chalchihuitle turquoise mine
Navajo History Santa Fe Garden Tour & Historic Areas
Coronado’s Winter Campground Chaco Canyon
Navajo Weaving Identification of Plants at Coronado Used by

Prehistoric and Historic Indians for Food
and Ceremony

DEMOS AND CRAFTS CHILDREN WORKSHOPS:
Horno Construction Workshop Pottery making
Flintknapping Workshop Flintknapping
Pottery Making Workshop Storyteller

Gourd Decorating Workshop
BIRDING

Among our participants we have identified the following key audiences:
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Artists and artisans, Native Americans, children (Preschool though High school),
college students, people interested in archaeology and anthropology, people interested in
history, senior citizens, teachers, and birders.

The success of the programs can be measured by any or all of three categories:
Fundraising, high attendance at our functions and an increase in membership.

Two of the most successful fundraising programs due to the donation of time, talent and
materials by the instructors were the Flintknapping workshop and the pottery making
workshop.
High attendance, partially as a result of media attention, was noted with the Brad Vierra
lecture (Coronado’s Winter Campground), Matt Schmader lecture (Pre-historic
Settlement in the Rio Rancho Area), Dave Brugge, (The Navajo Past), the Santa Fe
Garden Walk and the pottery workshop.
The largest increase in membership occurred at the launching reception; however, all
other events picked up additional memberships. Two other unique workshops, the horno
workshop and the gourd decorating workshop were also successful in fundraising and
attendance.

New programs and activities are proposed either monthly or bi-monthly. Proceeds from
the fundraisers will go toward the needs of Coronado State Monument. Some of these
needs include: the production of a new video, obtaining artifacts for the Children’s
Museum, and constructing a new Monument entrance sign along Hwy 550.

In addition to the activities, the Friends have developed an email announcement system
that notifies members and interested visitors of upcoming programs; a hotmail email
address so people can email the Friends; and a Web Page that provides information on
future events, past events, a history of the Kuaua Pueblo, and a virtual tour of the
Monument. Also developed was a membership brochure giving the history of the
Coronado State Monument, the reason to become a Friend and an application form. As a
fundraiser, refrigerator magnets and bookmarks were made and are sold. They have
continued to be a small source of income.

The Friends and the Coronado State Monument jointly produce a quarterly newsletter
which describes Monument activities: events, staff news, needs, a Director’s Corner and
lists the activities of the other State Monuments. The Friends section contains:
membership reports, recent events, future activities, community events and any issues
that may be of interest to the members.

The goals of the Friends continue to be in support of the Monument. This support is
made possible through fundraising, grant applications and membership. In only the first
year, the Friends membership grew from 5 to 64 individuals (and has exceeded 73 as of
August 4, 2004).



4

Addendum to the
Annual Report

Friends of Coronado State Monument
May 8, 2004 – December 31, 2004

Friends of Coronado State Monument added three new members to the Board of
Directors: Marty and Horst Kuehn and Karla Staring.

In September, we sponsored a guided tour of Chaco Canyon and a “Getting to Know
You” Pizza party for the Friends membership. During the party, an auction of a “Hunters
Ladder” made by Karla Staring and an autumn wreath provided by Angie Manning
brought in additional revenue as well as fun with the lively bidding.

In December, the Friends published a “Friends of Coronado State Monument Southwest
Cookbook”. In addition to the compilation of recipes, illustrations of the Monument were
provided by Ken Kloeppel. The cookbooks went on sale on December 15.

At the end of the year the Friends provided monies for the Monument Manager to
produce promotional Coronado State Monument items such as “table tents” for nearby
motels, hotels and Bread and Breakfasts.

Programs which include lectures and museum tours are already scheduled for the first
three months of 2005.

Membership in the Friends increased to 91 members by the years end.


